
 Hearken,  my beloved 

brethren, Hath not God chosen 

the poor of this world rich in 

faith, and heirs of the kingdom 

which he hath promised to him 

that love him?              James 2:5 

 The elderly cab driver not 

only stopped for me that 

b l i z z a r d y  d a y  b e f o r e 

Thanksgiving, but also sprang 

out to help me in with my heavy 

load of groceries.  “Thank 

heaven you came along,” I said.  

“I was getting desperate.  I 

guess a lot of cab drivers just 

stay home on a day like this.”  

“Not me.”  His voice was 

cheerful.  “I like to drive in the 

storm where I know I‟m needed.  

It makes me rich.” 

 “Rich?”  The cab was worn, 

the upholstery peeling. 

  “Yes, rich,” he insisted 

calmly.  “There were twelve of 

us children and we were very 

poor, only our mother taught us 

to be rich.  „What d‟you mean 

poor?‟ she‟d say whenever we 

complained.  „Your Father gave 

you two good eyes, two good 

hands, and two good feet.  

That‟s being rich, son, that‟s 

being rich.  There are plenty of 

people that can‟t see—you can 

use your eyes to help them.  

There are some people that 

can‟t even walk—you can lift 

them up.  Some people have to 

be carried.  You be the person 

that learns to do the carrying; 

you be the strong.  That‟s what 

makes you rich.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He insisted on carrying my 

packages to the door.  He even 

protested the amount of money 

I gave him.  “Oh, ma‟am, no, 

that‟s too much!  We didn‟t 

come far.” 

 “Oh, yes we did,” I told him. 

For watching him depart, I 

realized: I too was rich!  I had 

never been poor, no matter how 

often I thought so.  Not even 

working my way through 

college, or struggling to help my 

husband make ends meet.  

Because, like that driver, I had 

been born lucky, strong enough 

to help people who needed to be 

helped.  And no matter what 

the future held, as long as my 

strength held out, I too would 

always be rich! 

I never forgot his simple 

philosophy; it gave my whole 

life new perspective.  And as 

years went by I discovered 

something more: strength used 

to help others, is strength and 

riches increased. 

Dear Lord, thank You for 

that kind, gentle man who left 

me with such a treasure, a 

fortune that has multiplied in 

strength and joy beyond my 

wildest dreams. 
  MARJORIE  HOLMES 
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Dean Avenue 
Meeting t imes—Sundays: 9 :30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.   Wednesdays: 7:00 p.m.  

Locat ion—2907 Dean Ave., Des Moines, Iowa 

For  information cal l—John McNeece, (515)263-9428 or Don Warren, (515)967-5650 

Chariton 
Meeting t imes—Sundays: 9 :30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.   Wednesdays: 7:30 p.m.  

Locat ion—15th & Roland, Chariton, Iowa 

For  information cal l—Clarence Van Egdom, (641)932-5686 or Albert  Schreck, (641)535-2381 

We want to invite everyone 

to our meeting with Rick 

Sparks starting Sunday, 

November 1st through Friday, 

November 6th.   Sunday services 

are at 9:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. 

and weeknight services start at 

7:00 p.m. 

Kara Fetters has had 

several rounds with the old flu 

bug and a bacterial infection 

and came out the winner 

thankfully!  Unfortunately, she 

had to miss some school to do it, 

but we are glad she is better.  

Maxine Phipps has also been ill 

with a sinus infection.  David 

Fetters came down with a bad 

case of bronchitis.  Lillian 

Bartlett has been having 

problems with her blood 

pressure.  Please keep her in 

your prayers!  News reached us 

that Shawn Head had the flu 

while at school.  Please pray for 

Shawn also, as it is hard for 

him so far from home.  Shirley 

McNeece hurt her back while at 

work.  She thinks she pulled a 

muscle.  Alna Meacham was 

well enough to worship with us 

Sunday, October 4th. 

Karla and Dwight Fetters 

took a trip to St. Louis, 

Missouri for their anniversary.  

Congrats on 45 years of 

marriage!  Risa and Skip 

Schamel traveled to Chicago.  

Shawn Head was home to help 

m a k e  t h e  “ P u m p k i n 

Promenade” a wonderful 

success again.  Roberta 

Milinsky and Marla and Kara 

Fetters attended the annual 

“Cobb Girls Retreat” with their 

sister, Anita and daughter, 

Anjee on October 17th.  They 

went to Clear Lake, Iowa for 

the day of shopping and fun.  

David Fetters went to 

Martensdale congregation on 

Sunday, October 18th , where he 

was the guest speaker.  Earl 

and Mary Lou Allen are 

traveling to Florida. 

Mike Warren and Rex 

Phillips have visited our 

services several times this past 

month.  We are always glad for 

our visitors.  Sunday, October 

14th, Rex also had his 

daughters,  Cassidy and 

Bethany.  Tony Higgins from 

our neighborhood was our 

visitor on Sunday evening, 

October 11th.   Sunday, October 

25th, Duane and Mary Proudfit 

o f  t h e  M a r t e n s d a l e 

congregation worshiped with 

us.  Duane was our guest 

speaker and spoke on the power 

of words to glorify God and to 

build one another up.  Thank 

you, Duane for your efforts. 

Robbie Allen had a liver 

transplant Saturday, October 

(Continued on page 3) 

Our congregation will once 

again omit services on 

Wednesday evenings during the 

months of December, January, 

February and March. 

Mary Jo Riekens had 

surgery October 15th to replace 

a valve in her heart. She was 

released from Mercy Hospital in 

Des Moines to the hospital in 

Corydon for short-term skilled 

nursing. She has had some 

problems with blood pressure 

but otherwise is doing as 

expected. 

Clarence Van Egdom had 

cataract surgery on his 

left eye and is getting 

along very well. After 

having the surgery on 

both eyes he says he can 

now see better. 

Barb Fetters has  

a new great-grand-

daughter, Tallison, born to 

Trista and Tyler Hysell on 

October 23rd.  She joins big 

brother Tacey. 

November Birthdays 
21 – Clarence Van Egdom 

November Anniversaries 
27 – Norm & Mary Jo Riekens  



17th, and came through the 

surgery well.  We pray that his 

body will accept the liver.  

Robbie had been on the waiting 

list and the family is thankful 

he was able to receive a liver 

before it was too late. 

Sara Patterson was able to 

finally have her brace taken off 

and the doctor gave the go 

ahead for her to begin to drive.  

She can go back to work as 

tolerated. 

David, Marla and 

Kara Fetters went on a 

walk for the Susan G. 

Komen, “Race for the 

Cure” on Saturday, 

October 24th.  Later that 

evening, Kara and her 

aunt, Roberta Milinsky, 

attended the “Reggie‟s 

Sleep Out” at the Drake 

Stadium, staying all 

night in a tent under the 

stars. 

(Continued from page 2) 

Fairview 
Meeting t ime—Sundays: 10:00 a.m.  

Locat ion—22nd & Orange St . , Clar inda, Iowa  

For  information cal l—Richard Negley, (712)542-3728 or Marvin Negley, (712)542-2972 

October 3rd, Mary Lou 

Madden was honored for her 

89th birthday. This happy event 

was held at the church and her 

children and grandchildren 

were present. Other family 

members, church family and 

friends helped her celebrate.  

October 4th visitors were: 

Van and Barb Negley and sons, 

Luke and Logan of Woodland 

Park, Colorado; and Paul and 

Dasha Negley and daughter 

Timber of Urbandale, Iowa. 

October 10th & 11th Rick 

Sparks was with us. The theme 

was “History of the Church.” A 

pizza supper was enjoyed on 

Saturday evening and a potluck 

dinner at noon Sunday. 

Jack and Bobbi Swisher are 

at their winter residence in 

Florida by now. They were ac-

companied  by their daughter, 

Tammy Driftmier. 

With the unusually cooler 

than normal temperatures and 

wet conditions, farmers are 

concerned about the crops that 

are still in the fields. One must 

be patient and remember that 

we are NOT in control! Once 

the harvesting is in progress, 

our prayers will be for a safe 

harvest. 
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Dean Avenue  

November Birthdays 
3 – Mary Dobberke 

16 – Asanté Royal 

18 – Karma Sharp 

27 – Dillon Dobberke 

November Anniversaries 
2 – Skip & Risa Schamel  

4 – Glenn & Alna Meacham  

13 – Earl & Mary Lou Allen  

November  

Birthdays 
6 – Marvin Negley 

11 – Jack Swisher 

16 – Faye Stephens 

19 – Judy Madden 

   November  

 Anniversaries 
20 – Steve & Tammy Driftmier 
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We report several on the 

sick list for this past month.  

They were as follows: Sydney 

and Jaden Brand; the Marc 

Hermon family; Clay and Carly 

Felice; Brady, Carson and 

Sophia George; and Jason 

Brady. 

Vernon McClurg was in 

Lutheran Hospital for a few 

days. 

Dean Hayes is in Iowa 

Methodist Hospital undergoing 

tests.  

Betty Warren fell and hurt 

her arm.  We are very thankful 

there were no broken bones. 

Audrey Brady fell and broke 

her wrist. She is doing 

amazingly well. 

Shirley Warner‟s mother 

came home from the hospital 

for a couple of days and had to 

return for a few more days.  She 

is now home and doing much 

better. 

Paul Zinnel had surgery on 

his neck October 29th. 

Wanda Burkman had sinus 

surgery October 27th. 

Megan Stevens will have 

her tonsils and adenoids 

removed November 2nd. 

Joyce Ingle, and Rodney and 

Alena Ingle visited Roy and 

Ruth Whanger in Missouri.  

While there, Joyce took Ruth to 

the hospital, where she was 

diagnosed with shingles. 

Tom Brady has a new 

pacemaker. 

Our visitors this past month 

were: Zachary and Jenna 

Wheeler; Denise Drake, Max 

and Jack; Marian Parrish, and 

Lou and Connie Meinke; and 

Josh and Erica Conner. 

Larry and Bev Brady spent 

a few days visiting in Branson. 

Linda Oldham visited 

family in Oklahoma. 

Tom and Fred Brady spent 

a few days in Colorado visiting 

Mark and Susie McClurg. 

Miles Wood was in Missouri 

helping his grandparents 

celebrate 50 years of marriage. 

Chip and Jennifer Albright 

and Lily attended a wedding in 

Kansas City. 

Vernon McClurg will be 

among the veterans on the 

(Continued on page 5) 

Martensdale  
Meeting T imes—Sundays: 10:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.   Wednesdays: 7:30 p.m.  

Location—439 Hwy. 92 (1.5 mi les east of Martensdale, Iowa)  

For information cal l—Duane Proudfi t , (515)961-4470 or Mike Penick, (515)989 -4165  

 Mike, Tracy and Courtney 

Penick spent a weekend in 

Pleasant Hill, Missouri visiting 

family and friends. 

Megan Stevens attended 

services while spending some 

time with her cousin, Jordan 

Bown. 

Kermit Tomms and his 

daughter Cameron have 

worshiped with us regularly 

this month. 

Marta Weeks has worshiped 

with us several evenings this 

month. 

 

 Steve and Cerine Proudfit 

and their girls were up visiting 

family and worshiped with us 

October 11th, as well as Brian 

and Tammy Schreck and their 

family.  Several members 

attended the Covered Bridge 

Festival in Winterset. 

David Fetters was our guest 

speaker on October 18th.   

Maddy Hermon worshiped 

with us while spending time 

with Cassidy Phillips.   

Drew Teghtmeyer attended 

services while visiting Courtney 

Penick.  

Pleasant Hill  
Meeting Times—Sundays: 9 :30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.   Wednesdays: 7:00 p.m.  

Locat ion—5091 E . Univers i ty, Pleasant Hi l l ,  Iowa 

For  information cal l—Bob Flack, (515)262-7329 or Lowel l  Hermon, (515)989-0727 

November 

Birthdays 
12 – Jordan Bown 

16 – Christy Henderson 

22 – Brandon Rodriguez 

November 

Anniversaries 
13 – Charlie & Pam Deckler 

28 – Al & Marlene Bown  
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Central Iowa Honor Flight on 

November 4th  to Washington 

D.C. where he will visit the 

World War II Memorial.  

Marilyn will accompany him. 

In celebration of the 50th 

birthdays of  Tim and Tammy 

Brady, they went on a cruise 

October 26-31. They visited 

Key West, Mexico, and 

Belize. 

Dan and Amy Pritchard 

are the proud parents  of a 

new son, Josiah West.  He 

was born October 15th, and 

weighed 9 pounds 9 ounces.  

The grandparents are Steve 

and Pat Thompson. 

Reagen Klug placed her 

membership with us. We 

welcome Reagen to our fold. 

  

(Continued from page 4) 

Pleasant Hill  

Vandalia 
Meeting Times—Sundays: 9 :30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.   Wednesdays: 7:30 p.m.  

Locat ion—2.5 mi les east  of Runnel ls , Iowa on F70, then 1 mi le north on 131 s t St .  

For  information cal l—Greg Ingle, (515)994-2824 or Charles Ingle, (515)966-2537 

We appreciate all the 

work  of our members who 

have been  involved in 

pouring our new sidewalks to 

connect with the parking 

area, and other work around 

the premises. 

We are happy to report 

the baptism of Lori Cole and 

certainly welcome her into 

our Christian family.   

Like everywhere, we have 

been having our share of all 

the sickness that has been 

going around. 

Among our visitors this 

past month were: D.D. and 

D o nna  Rus s e l l  f r o m 

Brookfield, Missouri; Bonnie 

Harkins (neighbor of Ruth 

Schell); Kelsey Knight; Jalen 

Krier;  Ryan and Jamie Ingle 

and Elijah; Joyce Ingle; 

Rodney and Alena Ingle; and 

Amanda Larimar (friend of 

Cheyenne Goode). 

Margaret Ingle and 

Derek Ingle spent a few days 

in Carrollton, Missouri. 

Doug and Lisa Fiorentin, 

Bruce, Trent, and Nathan; 

Lynnette Dowdy, and 

Brittney Dowdy attended the 

we eke nd  me et i ng  i n 

Indianapolis. 

Richard Goode and family 

attended funeral services 

October 14th for his aunt 

Luc i l l e  Champl in  o f 

Indianola. 

(Continued on page 6) 

Iowa Traveling  

Bible Study (ITBS) 

The November study will be  

Nov. 7  at  

Randy & Teresa Ingle’s. 

Dec. study: Sharon Stevens 

Jan. study: Dean Ave. church bldg.  

Please check with hostess to see if 

she would like you to bring any food. 

If you have any questions, call 

Rodney Ingle  

at 515-669-0365. 

November Birthdays 
3 – Niki Hermon 

8 – Tammy Brady 

16 – Audrey Brady 

18 – Ryan Ingle 

19 – Emily Harvey 

20 – Marge Flack 

20 – Marty Williamson 

23 – Chip Albright 

23 – Justin Stevens 

26 – Larry Brady 

29 – Jaden Brand 

November Birthdays 
2 – Ellie Wiedemeier 

3 – Tina Hinckley 

12 – Brad Duckstein 

14 – William Patterson 

15 – Cheyenne Goode 

15 – Gavin Burkman 

16 – Morgan Cummings 

16 – Erin Ingle 

17 – Nancy Clark 

24 – Angela Ingle 

29 – Doug Fiorentin 

November Anniversaries 
 

13 – Richard & Mary Ellen Goode 
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Lighthouse of Iowa is a monthly bulletin for Churches of Christ in Iowa and members‟ families and 

friends throughout the country. News is submitted by representatives from each congregation, but 

you may send general questions, address changes, or news to Ruth Schell at 6645 S.E. 120th St. 

Runnells, IA 50237, (515)966-2027. Email:  RuthLSchell@aol.com 

Vandalia  

Tonya Guthrie will have a 

second breast biopsy Friday, 

October 30th.  We pray that all 

will go well. 

Rachel Daugherty fell in her 

home and hurt her hand and 

leg.  She has also been paying 

several visits to her dentist, but 

is now doing fine.  We enjoyed 

surprising her with a party for 

her 90th birthday. 

Richard Goode celebrated 

almost 22 years with the United 

States Postal Service October 

23rd.  He was given a Certificate 

of  Appreciation, a gold lapel 

pin, and a gift certificate.  His 

effective date of retirement will 

be October 31st.  Congratula-

tions Richard! 

Justin and Brittney Dowdy 

enjoyed several days in Hawaii. 

Devon and Erin Ingle were 

in Clear Lake for a weekend. 

Margaret Ingle, Amy Ingle, 

Lori Cole, and Joyce Ingle were 

among the  many who 

participated in the Susan G. 

Komen Race for the Cure 

Saturday, October 24 t h .  

Margaret has been involved for 

the past few years, and hopes to 

get more of us to join her next 

year. 

Ruth Schell attended the 

wedding of her great-niece in 

Indianapolis. 

Melody Burkman has been 

having a lot of pain in her knee 

and may need surgery. 

(Continued from page 5) 

           

      Giving Thanks 
                          Virginia K. Oliver 

Giving thanks is something greater 

Than just mere words we can say, 

More than just grateful expressions 

Voiced on each Thanksgiving Day 

 

Giving thanks is something deeper 

Than perhaps we are aware, 

Even when each head is bowed 

And in every heart a prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Giving thanks must hold true meaning 

Far beyond one day each year 

Not just recalling our blessings 

When Thanksgiving Day is near. 

 

Giving thanks is living daily 

In such a fine worthy way, 

That each new dawn brings the morning 

Of its own Thanksgiving Day. 


