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An Escape from the World 
1 Thessalonians 4:16-18  /  Matthew 25:31-34 /  1 Corinthians 15:50-58 

 

In the late seventies, while attending Abraham Lincoln 
high school in Philadelphia, the only academic thing I 
really enjoyed was reading short stories, especially those 
of the O. Henry genre―stories with the most unexpected 
and often haunting twists at the end.  While perusing a 
well-worn text book of short stories, I came across one 
titled “Of Missing Persons”. 

The story begins in New York City in the 1950’s.  The  
main character, Charlie Ewell, is walking through the gray 
dark streets in the cold and rain.  He had a conversation 
with a guy the night before who told him about a travel 
agency that offered a unique place of escape from the 
drab and pointless life he was leading.  He was cautioned 
not to ask about it directly, but rather to converse casually 
and let the man at the agency bring up the topic of this 
exclusive place. 

He found the building where the travel agency was, and 
with many doubts and even feeling a bit foolish he went 
in.  A distinguished and kind looking man was on the 
phone and gestured to him that he would be with him in a 
moment. 

After he got off the phone, he greeted Charlie and 
asked, “How can I help you?”  Charlie responded that he 
would like “to get away”.  And after some short 
conversation about the usual vacation options available, 
the elderly man could see that Charlie had something 
deeper on his mind.  

 “What are you looking for; what do you 

want?”  

I held my breath, then said it. “Escape.”  

“From what?”  

“Well—” Now I hesitated; I’d never put it 

into words before. “From New York, I’d 

say. And cities in general. From worry. 

And fear. And the things I read in the 

newspapers. From loneliness.” And then I 

couldn’t stop, though I knew I was 

talking too much, the words spilling out. 

“From never doing what I really want to 

do or having much fun. From selling my 

days just to stay alive. From life 

itself—the way it is today, at least.” I 

looked straight at him and said softly, 

“From the world.” 

The story takes a turn at this point. 

The man shows Charlie a brochure of a place called 
Verna.  Actually a planet, very much like Earth. He initially 
proposed it as a light joke, a fictitious place. The brochure 
had an animated intensity in the photos.  It showed 
beautiful lakes and trees with homes peacefully nestled 
within.  The people in those pictures seemed to be 
enjoying their lives without stress or hardships.  Every 
picture looked intensely real, like small windows allowing 
one to peek into this new world.  Charlie believed. 

“I like it very much, more than I can 

possibly tell you.” Very softly I added, 

“When does it stop being a joke?”  

 For a moment he studied me; then he 

spoke; “Now. If you want it to.” 

Charlie is given his ticket to Verna for the price of 
whatever he had in his pockets.  It did not matter.  There 
was no need of money at Verna.   

He is sent to an old bus depot a few blocks away where 
a shabby worn out bus takes him and a small number of 
other nameless people from all walks of life (none smiling) 
to an old barn far outside the city. 

When they arrived it was night and raining.  The driver 
gets out of the bus, slides open the barn door, and 
instructs all to sit on the pine benches set in the middle of 
the barn. The driver wishes them luck and said, “Just wait 
where you are.”  And he left sliding the barn door closed. 

All sat silently waiting in the musty dark barn, even 
Charlie, for a while.  But after a long period of silence, 
Charlie’s mind began to race―and doubt.  Anger brewed, 
and shame at being deceived―tricked into believing “an 
absurd and fantastic fable”.  He got up from the bench and 
making his way through the dark to the barn door he 
threw it open.  

But just as he turned to call the others, an intense light 
streamed through the clouded windows and wide cracks 
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of the barn.  Light of a sunny and blue sky filled with air 
“sweeter than [he] had ever tasted in his life”.  A view of 
sunlit valleys and blue streams that mirrored the white 
clouds in a blue sky appeared before him.  In a fraction of 
a second the scenic image and beauty of Verna was in 
front him, it was there physically in front of him, he tasted 
it, he breathed it, only for a flash of time, intensely 
branded in his mind―and then it vanished!   

Charlie stood alone in the barn.  The others, gone. 

 

A dark and lonely world; a rare offer to escape; a 
rejoicing in receiving; a doubt and rejection; a fall, back 
into a dark and lonely world. 

A familiar pattern?   Names and stories fill our minds of 
many who fell from the grace and the hope given to them:  
Esau’s tragic despising, his loss and bitter tears trying to 
get it back.  Solomon’s heart turning from God to idolatry.  
Demus’ love for this present world.  The many who 
“walked no more with Christ” not understanding that He 

was the bread of life. Even those we know personally, 
“whose minds were darkened” rejecting their opportunity 
to escape this world―these all come to mind. 

And every one of them had the precious opportunity to 
hold on to their salvation and keep their hope of leaving 
this world to a much better place where “. . . God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no 
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there 
be any more pain: for those things are passed away.” 

We close the book on Charlie’s fictional story―but 
these concepts of escaping a dark world, believing the 
promises given to us, possessing a hope for a better place 
and staying faithful til the end―remain the reality for us.   

“But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house 
are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of 
the hope firm unto the end.”   ~ Hebrews 3:6 
 

Finney, J.(1955 March). Of Missing Persons.   

Retrieved from 

http://www.101bananas.com/library2/missingpersons.html 

  
 

  

Chariton 
Meeting times: Sundays: 10:00 a.m. (no evening services) 

Location:  15th & Roland, Chariton, Iowa 

For information call: Albert Schreck  (641) 535-2381  or Brian Schreck  (641) 535-2931 

 

 Delores VanEgdom and Carol Smead attended the 
Cassady reunion in Martinstown, Missouri this 
past month. 

 

October Birthdays 

 16 – Tammy Schreck 

October Anniversaries 

o None
 

 

Dean Avenue 
Meeting times: Sundays: 9:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.   Wednesdays: 7:00 p.m. 

Location:  2907 Dean Ave., Des Moines, Iowa 

For information call: John McNeece  (515) 263-9428  

 

 Maxine Phipps passed away on Thursday, 
September 21st.  She was ninety-seven years 
old. Her funeral was on Monday, September 

25th, and she was buried in the Vandalia 
Cemetery. 

 Mary Lou Allen was in the hospital with 
pneumonia. She has recovered but is becoming 
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weaker and has returned to Valley View Village 
with help from hospice. 

 Several from our congregation went to sing for 
Peter Hawthorne at Trinity Center where he 
resides. He really enjoyed it, and sang with us. 

 Jay Graham visited one of our Sunday evening 
services and shared with us the work he is 
doing. It was great to see him.  

 Several have traveled in the last month: 

~ John and Donna McNeece traveled to 
the east coast.  

~ Don and Cathy James vacationed in 
South Dakota. 

~ Larry and Jan Sellers traveled to the 
Great Smoky Mountains. 

 Visitors this month were:  Bill, Bryan, Max and 
Tally Charlier and Aiden, and Paxon Boozell. 

October Birthdays 

 31  Brett Dobberke 

October Anniversaries 

 10  Frank & Claudia Meek

 
 

Fairview 
Meeting times: Sundays: 10:00 a.m.    Wednesdays: 7:00 p.m. 

Location:  1001 S. 22nd St, Clarinda, Iowa 51632 

For information call: Richard Negley (712)542-3728 or Marvin Negley (712)542-2792  

 

 Looking forward to having Rick Sparks with us 
October 28th & 29th. 

 Prayers of thanks going out for Jack & Bobbi 
Swisher for their home in Florida receiving 
minimal damage. 

 Richard & Janet Negley attended the Labor Day 
meeting Saturday afternoon and then went to 
Iowa City to be with their son John and family. 

 Justin & Tracy Head attended the Labor Day 
meeting – Saturday afternoon and evening. 

 We were blessed with several guests this Lord’s 
Day, September 24th.  They were Sarah & 
Sydney Dennis; granddaughter and great 
granddaughter of Jack & Bobbi Swisher,   Lauren 
Russel and Chisholm Spencer. 

 October Birthdays  

 16 Steve Driftmier 

 31  Richard Negley   

October Anniversaries 

o None

 
 

Martensdale 
Meeting Times: Sundays: 10:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.    Wednesdays: 7:00 p.m. 

Location:  10985 44th Lane, Prole, Iowa (1.5 miles east of Martensdale, Iowa on Hwy. 92) 

For information call:  Duane Proudfit  (515) 961-4470 or Mike Penick  (515) 681-0279 

 

 Several of us enjoyed edification and fellowship 
at the annual Labor Day Meeting.  Thanks to the 
Pleasant Hill Congregation for their work hosting 
it. 

 We were encouraged and exhorted during our 
weekend meeting with Jay Graham. Thank you 
to all who attended. 
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 Mike and Tracy Penick enjoyed a trip to Alaska to 
celebrate their 35th wedding anniversary. 

 Tanner George had planned a vacation to Florida 
but ended up having to change plans due to 
hurricane Irma. He spent the week in Lee’s 
Summit visiting family. 

 Zach Wheeler has started a new job at Co-op 
Insurance. 

 Tom and Dianne Collier traveled to Minnesota to 
visit friends. 

 Duane and Mary Proudfit and Dave and Christy 
Henderson traveled to Missouri to visit family. 

 Tanner George and Tiffany Parker attended the 
Brookfield meeting. 

 Maddy Hermon spent a weekend in Kansas City.  

 Visitors this month have included:  
LuAnn Woody; Bob and Sharon Cummings; 
Bobbie Duckstein; Marc, Ginger Shea and Gabriel 
Hermon; Lowell Hermon; Ryan Zinnel; Eric--a 
friend of Zech Hounsom; Kathy--Pam Deckler’s 
cousin and Pam’s aunt. 

October Birthdays 

  6 – Marlene Bown 

  7 -- Brenna Ingle 

  9 -- Keturah Ingle 

  11 – Jerry Soard 

  15 -- Zechariah Hounsom 

  30 -- Wendy Hounsom 

   October Anniversaries 

o None

 

 

 Pleasant Hill  
Meeting Times: Sundays:  9:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.  Wednesdays: 7:00 p.m. 

Location:  5091 E. University, Pleasant Hill, Iowa 

Website:  pleasanthillchurchofchrist.org 

For information call:  Bob Flack (515) 262-7329, Lowell Hermon (515) 989-0727, Mike Warner (515) 967-4529. 

 

 Thanks for all who came to the Labor Day 
Meeting for a great success. 

 Carroll Warren fell at home in the night and spent 
the night on the floor. He was taken to Mercy for 
observation. He had no broken bones, just some 
bruising. He is home, but please keep Carroll and 
Betty in your prayers. 

 Niko Felice was in Vietnam for 10 days playing 
rugby. He is back home now. 

 Mark McClurg was home visiting with family. 

 Marc and Ginger and boys were at Martensdale. 

 Bev Brady, Sharon Mineart and Suzanne Harvey 
have been sick. 

 Nancy Clark attended services at Pleasant Hill on 
her way to visit family. 

 Jake Miller attended services while visiting with 
the Brand family. 

 There were around 40 gathered at Jester Park on 
a beautiful Sunday afternoon in September for 
potluck and afternoon services. Good time was 
had by all who attended. 

 

October Birthdays 

 1 Pat Thompson 

 1 Don Burkman 

 2 Nathan Williamson 

 3 Randy Ingle 
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 4 Bev Brady 

 4 Matt Thompson 

 6 Joyce Ingle 

 10 Betty Curtis 

 15 Josiah Pritchard 

 17 Linda Oldham 

 24 Connie Price 

 24 Reese Baird 

 27 Samuel Pritchard 

 30 Kelsey Wood 

 31 Ryan Zinnel 

 
October Anniversaries 

 3 Ryan and Tricia Baird 

 5 Kelly and Allison George 

 8 Mike and Shirley Warner 

 26 Chip and Jennifer Albrightn

 

Vandalia 
Meeting Times: Sundays:  9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.   Wednesdays: 7:30 p.m. 

Location:  2.5 miles east of Runnells, Iowa on F70, then 1 mile north on 131st St. 

Website:  vandaliacoc.com 

For information call: Greg Ingle  (515) 994-2824 or Charles Ingle  (515) 966-2537 

 

 We sang at Acura Health Care in Newton, where 
Dorothy VanMaanen is a resident.  

 Greg and Margaret Ingle vacationed at Clear Lake. 

 Jason and Staci Miller and children visited family 
in Carrollton, Missouri. 

 Bob and Sharon Cummings and Trent and Leah 
Fiorentin attended the meeting in Brookfield, 
Missouri. 

 Bob and Sharon Cummings and Bobbi Duckstein 
attended the meeting in Martensdale. 

October Birthdays 

 3    Joy Cummings 

 13  Nathan Fiorentin 

 19   Brittney Dowdy 

 18   Matthew Clark 

October Anniversaries 

o None

 
 

For past and current copies of the Lighthouse of Iowa 
 

go to  www.pleasanthillchurchofchrist.org  
Select ‘LIBRARY’ and then from the dropdown menu select ‘Iowa Lighthouse’. 

 

Past and current copies of the Lighthouse of Iowa are also available at the  
Vandalia Church of Christ website.  Go to www.vandaliacoc.com 

and select ‘Lighthouse of Iowa’ from the top menu. 
 

If you would like to receive a paper copy of the Lighthouse of Iowa,  
or have it sent to someone who would enjoy it, please send the mailing information to 

iowalighthouseletter@gmail.com 
 

 

http://www.pleasanthillchurchofchrist.org/
http://www.vandaliacoc.com/
mailto:iowalighthouseletter@gmail.com
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In the 1st century of Christianity, how did they become Christians? 

The Scriptures reveal only one path to eternal life. 

– HEAR the Gospel of Christ   
– BELIEVE the Gospel of Christ 
– REPENT from your sins and turn to Christ 
– CONFESS that Christ is the Son of God 
– OBEY Christ and be baptized for the forgiveness of your sins 
 
1.      They Heard the Gospel preached. 

 “Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and 
brethren, what shall we do?”—Acts 2:37 

 “How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not 
heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?” —Romans 10:14 

 “And why call ye me, ‘Lord, Lord’, and do not the things which I say?  —Luke 6:46 

2.      They Believed the Gospel. 

 “But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they 
were baptized, both men and women.” —Acts 8:12 

 “And [Jesus] said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.  He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” —Mark 16:15-16 

 Then said Jesus unto the twelve, “Will ye also go away?”  Then Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? 
thou hast the words of eternal life.   And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God.”  —
John 6:67-69 

3.      They Turned (Repented) from their sins. 

 “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, 
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”  —Acts 2:38 

  “Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.”  —Luke 15:10 

 God looketh upon men, and if any say, “I have sinned, and perverted that which was right, and it profited me not.”  He will 
deliver his soul from going into the pit, and his life shall see the light.  —Job 33:27-28 

4.      They Confessed Jesus Christ as the Son of God. 

 “. . . the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?  And Philip said, If thou believest with all 
thine heart, thou mayest.  And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” — Acts 8:29-40 

 “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved.  For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation.” —Romans 10:9-10 

 “Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on him; but because of the Pharisees they did not confess him, 
lest they should be put out of the synagogue:  For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.”  —John 
12:42-43 

5.      They Obeyed the Gospel command to be baptized. 

 “Then they that gladly received [Peter’s] word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three 
thousand souls.” —Acts 2:41 

 . . . God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.  The 
like figure whereunto even baptism does also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a 
good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ. —1 Peter 3:20-21 

 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, “All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.  Go ye therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:   Teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. 
Amen.” —Matthew 28:18-20 

“For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour,  
Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.”  ~ 1 Timothy 2:2-4 


